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1. ‘the activities of former directors ani cers of major German iron anc. steel 
firns to influence the .llied-~anvointed vresent-day directors have increased 
in recenb months. Uea “10 forcerly occupied important pevtitions with 
Vereinicr.. Stahlverke, Gute Hoffnengs Muette, Memesmann Roehreuwerke. and 
other firms but now having no official connection with those firme, have on 
many occasions appreached the present directors and attempted to influences 
their decisions, emphasizing the likelihood that these works will eventusil 
be returned to their former owners. 


Three formsr directors of the now-dissolved Vereinigte Stahlwerke, jslter 
Schwede, fuu Sohl, and Hermann lenge] are particularly active in this respect. 
They have frequent contact with fnu Polens, commercial director of the 
Rheinische Roehrenwerke, formerly a part of Vereinigte Stahlwerks, and at~ 
tempt to influence Polens to follow business practices consistent with 

those practiced before 195 by the parent company. For example, Polens 
recently sold 15,000 tons of steel pipe, and the three former directors 
reproached him for not disposing of it through Stahl Union, the steel- 
marketing company once run by Vereinigte Stahlwerke. 
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3. Various former directors of Ruhr firms, including Schwede, Sohl, and Wenzel 
claim that they have been queried by Allied Steel Control Group officials 
and asked to suggest men to head the new steel firms which will be formed 
by the reorganization schene now being worked out. Some of those queried 
have used this nebulous nominating power as a threat to make present 
directors comply with their wishes. 


“, It is the aim of Schwede and his two associates to so reconstitute Verein’ zte 
Stahlverke that it can again become s powerful firm. Of the three very 
large plants formed from Vereinigte Stahlwerke assets, only the Rheinieche 
Roehrenwerke is said to be in good financial and physical shape. The 
Huettenverke Duisburg-Meiderich is antiquated and in need of costly medera- 
ization. The third great plant, the August Thyssen Imette is to a great 
extent dismantled and repairing it will be very expensive. For this reason, 
Sehwede is earer to see the prosperous theinische Rceehrenwerke plant linked 
Bago the new neck eent Eaten schene with either the HUG VEE UNerES: cron rey 
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invested in the ceruiidineg of the other. To reach this onu, he 1s arguine 
hat the Nheinisehe Techromarke, rich makes vlate and vive, neeus rar 
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tee? from one of the tuc foundries, Meiderich or Thyssen. 


Friedrich Flick, formerly owner of a large steel empire, and convicted "var- 


eviminal®, nou lives in seul-retirenoent in imesselderf., ALL of tne major 
niants of his concern are in the “Soviet sone of Jemmany, except for one 
slant in Luebec’s and the “laximillianshuctte in Bavaria. Flic has recently 


Guction business acain and has shown interest in a snall plant of his near 
Vuppertal wriich produced arms curing “orld ‘‘ar IIe 
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